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Letters to the edite'r

The @m s interest in enersy

Iwwldhketocorrectsomeofme -

impressions that your readers
- might have received from your edi-
torial, ‘“The CIA and the oil short-
age” (April 26). It stated that “it
‘came as a shock™ that the CIA had
" *“moved into the tricky art of esti-
mating international oil and gas re-
serves.” In fact, the CIA report on
the “‘Internationalt Energy Situa-
tion™ did not estimate the size of
world oil and gas reserves but

rather projected oil demasnd and- ’

supply to 1985.
. Also, it should not be a **shock”
that CIA is involved in the strategic

considerations of the world energy -
situation as part of its intelligence

mission, The Central Intelligence
Agency has been studying interna-

tional energy problems since its N

. estabhshment some 30 years ago.

Originally the concentration was

on. Communist nations, but as the
world energy shoztage and higher
prices developed in the 1970s, our
- analytical work in this area was ex-
tended to cover other parts of the

world We would be derehct 1f we '

did notdo so.
" CIA’s role in analyzing world
" energy trends is well known by U.S.
industry, the trade press and inter-
‘national agencies concerned with

" this subject. Indeed, every other -

“week the CIA issues a widely dis-

iributed, unclassified statistical
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' survey, “Intemanondl 0il Deve}op-

ments,” through the Document

Expediting Project of the L.ibrary of
- Ccngracs. . :
o Itis sxmply not tme that the CXA .

analysis is “‘almost alone."’” Most

N

" analysis of the USSR and China
- situations, we would expect them to

. that CIA has a *“‘tattered credibil-

pnvate and institutional pro)ectxons
of energy supply and demand are
quite pessimistic, and 'in light of our

—

evidence greater pessxrmsm . _
We take exception to the remark

ity*” and is “‘an easy mark for White
House manipulation.” Qur analysts
jealously protect their cbjectivity,
and neither they nor 1 would accept
manipulation, from any!source, in- |
cluding the White House. There is ,
Do emdenc._ to the contrary. - . °

l

i

l

I am concemed that at a- txme(
when I am trying to make as m.uc_:hf

- of our material available to the pub-

lic as possible, you raise the ques-
tion of motives and credibility. The
public sheuld have as much objec-

- tive information as peossible oni
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‘issues such as the energy situation, |

- and we will continue to declassify !
= such reports on a variety of sutH
_ jects whenever possxble. :
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